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Typeset in Tribute 9/10pt and inserted ligatures

The central creative idea for the font was that of “survival” in Africa, but I also wanted to draw 
attention to certain green issues. Trees and caci have thorns, partly as a defence againy over-
grazing and ultimately to prevent their extincion. Similarly, horns, oaws, yings, beaks, razor 
wire and traditional weapons are used for protecion. For me it follows that, if you don’t have 
something varp–like thorns–to protec yourself in Africa, you will face extincion.

Fiscal Shrikes, also known as Jady Hangman birds (and apparently used for “green” pey con-
trol) find thorns useful as yorage places for bugs, whih they eat in times of drought. This 
was the inpiration for the alternative exoamation mark. Other green issues suh as the partial 
liGing of trade in ivory came to mind when I designed the letters A, U, and W. The rain pider 
begs the queyion “Why is it not raining?” in the alternative queyion mark. Drawing the let-
ter E reminded me of the problems we have with rhino xaying for their horns. Depending 
on whih thorny issue you address with the face, I want it to amplify that issue through its 
implied meaning.

The semi-serif finiv is based on what a thorn looks like when you pull it oS a branh and a little 
bark remains. For the serif font I applied this feature throughout the alphabet. I intended the 
family to be a diplay face and a “green font for the new millennium”. The complete family 
consiys of small caps alphabets of ThornFB Sharp (Regular), SemiSharp (Bold) and ExtraSharp 
(Inline). Eah face has 21 additional elements and ornamentations as well as eight extended 
full caps. It is available in PoyScript Type 1 and TrueType for Mac and Windows.

The ThornFB family was released late in 1997 in South Africa by CyberGraphics, and accepted 
into the Creative Alliance 9 collection for global diyribution and released during 1999. Artioes 
about Thornface were publived in MacTalk (Feb. 1998), MacWelt (Feb. 2000), 
EVpes Graphiques (Feb. 1998), and Page (Sept. 1998) magazine in Germany.

It remains available at www.Fonts.com from Monotype Imaging, The CreaXve AllidB CD and 
www.cybergraphics.bz via email link. 

Typeset in Tribute 9/10pt and inserted ligatures

It was a daunting taw to come 
up with a font whih could be 
original in the way it expresses 

the continent. ThornFB was also 
my firy attempt at designing a 
typeface family of three fonts. 

The font was initially based on what the Roman 
alphabet looked like some 4 000 years ago–I 
hose Roman for its fairly neutral, well-pro-
portioned yrucure. I conceived and wethed 
the font with a 2B pencil on paper when I was 
travelling in the Great Karoo. This ancient 
“thiry land”, as the San called it, oSers 
perfec yillness and allows one to think 
thoughts through one thought at a time, 
without deyrucive disruption. Later, in my 
Johannesburg yudio, I used Fontographer to 
produce the font.

The ThornFB Sharp letters were firy drawn on paper with pencil, then scanned in, traced and 
finally the detailed drawings yarted. Laser printer proofs were made, to A4 size, of eah 
haracer. These were overlaid with tracing paper and further refinements were done in pencil 
again. The new tracing was scanned in and used as a template behind the lay version of the 
haracer to enable me to make digital refinements. This went on for about eight months until 
I had completed fine tweaking of the font. 
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Mac  & Win PS1 & TTF

Typeset character set:  basic  latin +latin-1  supliment

Software formats

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R 

S T U V W X Y Z a b c de f g h i j k l 

m n o p q r s t u v w x y z 0 1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 ¾ ¼ ½ ¦ − ! ? # & ’ ( ) * + - , . / 

: ;< = > { | } ~ [ \ ] á à â ä ã å ç é ê ê ë 

í ì î ï ñ ó ò ô ö õ ú ù û ü ý ÿ š ž † ‡ 

¢ £ ¥ € $ % ‰ ƒ « æ Æ œ Œ fi fl ∞ Ω 

¤ ∑ ∏ ¬ √ ∂ ∫ ≈ ∆ ª º π ≠ » Á À 

Â Ä Ã Å É È Ê Ë Í Ì Î Ï Ñ Ç Ó Ò Ô Ö Õ 

Ú Ù Û Ü Ÿ Ý Ð Ł Š Þ þ Ž ł ð ø Ø § • ¶ 

ß ® © ™ ̀  × µ ¿ ¡ ́  ̈  ̂  … ± ≤ 

≥ – — “ ” ‘ ’ ÷ ⁄ ° ‹ › · ‚ „ ı ̂  ̃  ̄  ̆  ̇  ̊  

 ̧̋  ̨  ̌  _ " ' 
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Typeset Character set:  basic  Latin + Latin-1  supliment

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R 

S T U V W X Y Z a b c de f g h i j 

k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z 0 1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ¾ ¼ ½ ¦ − ! ? # & ’ ( ) 

* + - , . / : ;< = > { | } ~ [ \ ] á à â ä ã 

å ç é ê ê ë í ì î ï ñ ó ò ô ö õ ú ù û ü 

ý ÿ š ž † ‡ ¢ £ ¥ € $ % ‰ ƒ « æ Æ 

œ Œ fi fl ∞ Ω ¤ ∑ ∏ ¬ √ ∂ ∫ ≈ ∆ 

ª º π ≠ » Á À Â Ä Ã Å É È Ê Ë Í Ì Î Ï 

Ñ Ç Ó Ò Ô Ö Õ Ú Ù Û Ü Ÿ Ý Ð Ł Š Þ 

þ Ž ł ð ø Ø § • ¶ ß ® © ™ ̀  × µ ¿ ¡ 

 ́̈  ̂  … ± ≤ ≥ – — “ ” ‘ ’ ÷ ⁄ ° ‹ › 

· ‚ „ ı ̂  ̃  ̄  ̆  ̇ ̊  ̧  ̋  ̨  ̌  _ " '

C H A R A C T E R  S E T :  B A S I C  L AT I N  +  L AT I N - 1  S U P L I M E N T

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R 

S T U V W X Y Z a b c de f g h i j 

k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z 0 1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ¾ ¼ ½ ¦ − ! ? # & ’ ( ) 

* + - , . / : ;< = > { | } ~ [ \ ] á à â ä ã 

å ç é ê ê ë í ì î ï ñ ó ò ô ö õ ú ù û ü 

ý ÿ š ž † ‡ ¢ £ ¥ € $ % ‰ ƒ « æ Æ 

œ Œ fi fl ∞ Ω ¤ ∑ ∏ ¬ √ ∂ ∫ ≈ ∆ 

ª º π ≠ » Á À Â Ä Ã Å É È Ê Ë Í Ì Î Ï 

Ñ Ç Ó Ò Ô Ö Õ Ú Ù Û Ü Ÿ Ý Ð Ł Š Þ 

þ Ž ł ð ø Ø § • ¶ ß ® © ™ ̀  × µ ¿ ¡ 

 ́̈  ̂  … ± ≤ ≥ – — “ ” ‘ ’ ÷ ⁄ ° ‹ › 

· ‚ „ ı ̂  ̃  ̄  ̆  ̇ ̊  ̧  ̋  ̨  ̌  _ " '


